
2005-2006 SATISFACTORY
ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY

REQUIREMENTS:

• Qualitative and Quantitative Measure: Students are required to meet the minimum levels of progress as follows:
  Cumulative Registered Credits     Cumulative GPA Cumulative Earned Percentage

1-999 2.00           67%

• Maximum Time Frame: Students are expected to complete their degree/certificate within an acceptable period of time.  Financial aid
recipients may continue to receive aid through 150% of Attempted Credits (including transfer, developmental, and repeat credits)
required for their degree or certificate program.

IMPLEMENTATION:

Qualitative and Quantitative:
1. All studentÕs cumulative Qualitative (GPA, based on 4.0 A to F grading scale) and Quantitative (67%, successfully completed

credits divided by Registered Credits) academic performance is evaluated following every term.
2. Only Financial Aid recipients in a certificate program that is one semester in length will have their academic performance

evaluated at the half-way point in their program.
3. A student may be immediately suspended in the event of extra-ordinary circumstances (e.g. attendance patterns that demonstrate

the abuse of receiving financial aid, etc.)
4. A student failing to meet the minimum Qualitative and/or Quantitative standard(s) of academic progress is placed on suspension

immediately.  A student on suspension is not eligible to enroll or receive financial aid.
5. Suspended students will be notified in writing by the Records Office.
6. Students may petition their suspension (see Petitions section below).

Maximum Time Frame:
1. Only Financial Aid recipients will have their Maximum Time Frame status evaluated following every term.  Students meeting

or exceeding the Maximum Time Frame are suspended from Financial Aid immediately and are not eligible for Financial Aid.
They may, however, continue to take classes and pay from their own resources.

2. Suspended students will be notified in writing by the Financial Aid Office.
3. Students may petition their suspension (see Petitions section below.)

PETITIONS:

Qualitative and Quantitative:  A suspended student has the right to petition based on extraordinary circumstances (e.g. death of family
member, studentÕs injury or Illness, etc.) To Petition you must:

1. Complete an Academic Petition (they are available in the Records Office at Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College).
2. Write an explanation of the circumstances that affected your academic progress Ð be specific.  Stating that you were not prepared

for college is not an adequate explanation.  You must include supporting documentation (e.g. Letter from Doctor, etc.)
3. Attend a Learning Seminar to identify issues blocking academic success.
4. Meet with an Academic Advisor and develop an Academic Plan.
5. Submit the Petition, Academic Plan, and explanation to the Records Office at Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College.
6. Your Petition will be reviewed by a Petition Committee comprised of the Financial Aid Director and two other staff designated

by the President.
7. You will be mailed the results of your petition.  If your Petition is denied, you have the right to Appeal the decision to the Vice

President of Administration and Student Affairs.

Maximum Time Frame:  A student suspended due to Maximum Time Frame has the right to petition based on extraordinary
circumstances (e.g. not being able to find a job with current degree(s), additional degree will add career opportunity, changed majors,
transferred in a lot of credits, etc.) To Petition you must:

1. Submit to the Financial Aid Office a written explanation of why they have attempted so many credits but havenÕt completed
their program.

2. Have their Academic Advisor submit to the Financial Aid Office an academic plan(s) listing the specific classes needed to
complete each program major they are enrolled in.  This is a separate process that is not related to the academic petition process.

3. Your Petition will be reviewed by the Financial Aid Director.
4. You will be mailed the results of your petition.  The results of this Petition are final and may not be appealed.

REINSTATEMENT:



Qualitative and Quantitative AND Maximum Time Frame:  A student suspended from enrollment and/or financial aid for not meeting
any of the requirements and/or standards of this policy may re-enroll and/or receive financial aid only after receiving approval of the
appropriate petition(s).
 
 DEFINITIONS/CONDITIONS:
 
• Registered Credits - credits for which a student is officially enrolled at the end of the registration (add/drop) period each term.
• Cumulative Registered Credits - total number of registered credits for all periods of enrollment, including summer terms, regardless

of whether or not the student received financial aid during any of the terms.
• Attempted Credits - credits for which a student is officially enrolled at the end of the registration (add/drop) period each term, as well

as transfer, consortium, developmental/remedial, and repeat credits.
• Completed  Credits - credits completed that     may    be used to disburse financial aid retroactively; includes only A, B, C, D, F, P, and

S; does not include AU, IP, NC, U, W  and drops.
• Earned Credits - successfully completed credits counted towards the required percentage of completion; includes only A, B, C, D, P

(pass) and S (satisfactory); does not include AU (audit), F (fail), I (incomplete), IP (in progress), NC (no credit), U (unsuccessful), W
(withdraw), and Z (temporary.)

• Grade Point Average - calculated using a grade point value for grades of A, B, C, D, and F, based on 4.0 A to F grading scale.
Although a P or S will count as a credit earned, they carry no grade point value.

• Incompletes - temporary grade assigned only in exceptional circumstances, with approval of the instructor, where the student has
completed the majority of the coursework. I grades automatically become F grades (or NC in the case of courses numbered below
1000) at the end of the next term (not including summer sessions) if requirements to complete coursework have not been met.

• Z grades Ð a temporary grade listed on the transcript until the instructor turns in the final grade to the Registrar.  ZÕs are included
when evaluating a studentÕs percent completion, but not when determining their GPA.

• Withdraws (WÕs)Ð withdrawing from a course before the end of the term.  WÕs are included when evaluating a studentÕs percent
completion, but not when determining their GPA.

• Repeat Credits - repeats are allowed in order to improve a grade if they are needed to meet degree requirements.  You must have all
repeat courses approved prior to enrolling for them.  A Request to Repeat a Course form is available in the Records Office.

• English as a Second Language (ESL) credits Ð are included with registered credits.
• Developmental Credits - remedial coursework (below 1000 level) is included with registered credits and is limited to 30 semester

credit hours.
• Transfer Credits - credits earned at another college that meet degree requirements are not included when calculating GPA or

percentage of completion, but are included when calculating Maximum Time Frame.
• Consortium/Joint Program Credits -  credits accepted for purposes of processing financial aid are included with registered and

attempted credits.
• Enrichment Ð Classes taken only for personal enrichment with no intention of seeking a degree or diploma are not eligible for

Financial Aid.

Students have primary responsibility for their own academic progress and for seeking assistance when experiencing academic
difficulty. Students are encouraged to keep a file of their grades and transcripts.

2101 14th Street   Cloquet, MN 55720           www.fdltcc.edu          (800) 657-3712       FAX: (218) 879-0814       (218) 879-0800


